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GENERAL INFORMATION
ABOUT IDPS 

• IDPS is an electronic dictionary 
of the most common surnames 
in Poland. It was made 
available for the public on the 
website of the Institute of the 
Polish Language of the Polish 
Academy of Sciences at 
https://nazwiska.ijp.pan.pl/.

(see the slide below)

• IDPS is financed by 
the Ministry of 
Education and 
Science as part of 
the project NPRH. 

https://nazwiska.ijp.pan.pl/




GENERAL INFORMATION
ABOUT IDPS 

• IDPS includes the current frequency data (based on the 2014 
PESEL database) and encompasses a large group of 
surnames. 

• About 7,5% of Polish surnames were analysed (those marked 
as very common, common, and moderately common), but 
they belong to about 80% of Poles.

• IDPS was made available in 2020 thanks to an application 
developed by an IT company (2014-2015), and it has been 
improved by the IT department of the Polish Academy of 
Sciences since 2016.



THE APLICATION OF  ISDP

• The application is the basis of the dictionary and allows its 
user to search for a specific surname, sort surnames 
alphabetically, and to sort the search results. 

• It is also possible to search for surnames using a specific 
combination of letters, e.g.:

• - for all surnames starting with Hab- (see the slide below)

• - ending with -alski,
• - or containing -bra- anywhere in their spelling. 

• The dictionary can be used on mobile devices, such as 
smartphones or tablets.





THE INDIVIDUAL ENTRY OF IDPS:

• Individual entries on surnames contain statistical 
information, data regarding geographical distribution 
and frequency in men and women, and linguistic and 
onomastic information. 

• The general structure of each entry is as follows:



1. Title – the main form of the surname;

2. Historical and contemporary feminine forms of the 
surname (i.e., patronymic forms or those taken by 
married women), with explanations, if applicable;

3. Number of people with the surname in Poland: number 
of men/women with the surname, ranked in popularity;

See the slide below





• 4. counties and communes with the most people 
with this surname in each voivodeship;

• 5. Number of people with the surname in each of 16 
voivodeships of Poland (with a visualisation showing 
a map of the country divided into voivodeships with 
the number of people in each of them), 

• See the slide below





6. Historical forms of the surname, as shown in documents, books and 
dictionaries: each reference to a historical source contains the historical 
form of the surname, abbreviation of its title, date, and the page 
number (cf. IV. Źródła (Sources) -
https://nazwiska.ijp.pan.pl/info/oslowniku);

7. Origin, possible and probable etymology, and the meaning of the 
surname (derived e.g. from a place name, a name of profession, a 
nickname etc.);

8. A description of the morphological structure of the surname and its 
derivatives with a commentary;

9. Contemporary and historical variants of the surname, alternative 
spellings, pronunciation variants with a commentary, if applicable;

10. Distribution and frequency of the surname outside Poland (mainly in 
five neighbouring countries), based on foreign websites and surname 
databases, if applicable (optionally);

11. Additional explanations and comments (optionally);

12. Websites: links to foreign e-dictionaries containing identical or 
similar forms of the surname, if applicable;

13. Bibliography regarding the surname.

See the slide below

https://nazwiska.ijp.pan.pl/info/oslowniku




• IDPS is free of charge and freely available. 

• It will be useful to people interested in genealogy 
and make their family research easier. 

• It is an addition to existing Polish and foreign 
anthroponymic dictionaries. 

• It provides scientific knowledge about a surname as 
an anthroponymic category and about many 
surnames currently used in Poland. It will also help 
linguists and researchers specialising in other fields of 
humanities.


